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The Presidents’ Perspective 
 
Dear Beta sisters: 
 

Thanksgiving is the favorite holiday of the year for many of 
us.  Expressing your gratitude for all your blessings while enjoying the 
time with loved ones is part of the tradition. Even though we are all 
going through a very difficult time, we still have many things for which 
to be grateful in this year of 2020. If you started to elaborate you would 
be overwhelmed by the number of things we have to be thankful for! 

 
   DKG is proceeding through the Beta program calendar via 
Zoom.  We held our October meeting on social understanding and action 
facilitated by Doris Downing, Roni Embry, Jane Stephenson, and 
committee. 
 

Many positive comments were received following the 
meeting. Possible interest has been shown for us to submit this program 
for the 2021 state convention in April. We saw Jo Jones, our state 
president, and she is set on holding the state convention in person unless 
the governor or mayor of Plymouth curtail such activities. DKG is 
striving to continue with quality meetings as much as possible during 
these challenging times starting at the local level and continuing to the 
national level. 

 
As everyone prepares for Thanksgiving, do not forget to include 

those far away or socially distant virtually. It might be the best we can do 
for some time.  If someone lives close to you, possibly drop off a favorite 
dish.  The act of remembering and reaching out is what will be 
remembered, and we know DKG members are special ladies who are 
always helping others! 

 
 Finally, as you and your family and loved ones celebrate the 

holidays, do so with the utmost safety and keep it as simple as 
possible.  This is the year that will be remembered for how we adjusted 
our activities for the health and safety of all! 
 

Your Presidents,  

Sheila and Ruth 
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Dates to remember: 
❖ Monday, 

December 7 
Put Your Holiday 
Glow On! via 
Zoom 
7:00 pm 
 

❖ Thursday, 
January 14, 2021 
Beta Executive 
Board Meeting 
Via Zoom 7:00 
pm 
 

❖ Monday, 
January 25, 
2021 
Social Justice 
Interest Group 
Via Zoom 6:30 
pm 
 

 
 
 

http://www.dkg.net/
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/IN/
mailto:bakers7935@att.net
mailto:ruthpsimmons@gmail.com
mailto:barbmoser2@aol.com
http://ones.is/
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Living Our Purposes 

The topic of the October Zoom meeting “Understanding and Action Starts with Me as 
A Leading Women Educator” seemed a lot to cover in one session, but the hostess team of 
Doris Downing, Roni Embry, and Jane Stephenson put together a meaningful meeting 
which even included breakout groups! 

In preparation for the meeting the attendees were asked to review three sources that 
discussed social injustice. These sources were discussed in the small group sessions which 
followed introductory comments from the hostesses.  

 

The welcome slide presented 
the agenda for the program. 

Purposes  

• To unite women educators of the world in a genuine spiritual fellowship 

• To honor women who have given or who evidence a potential for distinctive 
service in any field of education 

• To advance the professional interest and position of women in education 

• To initiate, endorse and support desirable legislation or other suitable 
endeavors in the interests of education and of women educators 

• To endow scholarships to aid outstanding educators in pursuing graduate 
study and to grant fellowships to non-member women educators 

• To stimulate the personal and professional growth of members and to 
encourage their participation in appropriate programs of action 

• To inform the members of current economic, social, political, and 
educational issues so that they may participate effectively in a world 
society. 

 

Reviewing the Mission 
Statement, the Vision 
Statement, and the Purposes 
of DKG (especially purposes 
six and seven) reminded the 
attendees of why it was 
important for DKG sisters be 
aware of current social issues. 
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Doris Downing opened the 
meeting with a program 
overview. 

Roni Embry introduced 
her sons, Brandon and 
Nic, and pointed out the 
differences in how they 
were treated by some in 
our society because of 
their racial identities.  
These young men are 
why she works so hard 
for social justice.  

Ruth Simmons served as 
a leader for one of the 
small group discussions. 
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Thanks to the expertise 
of Nancy Goldfarb the 
Zoom connections and 
break out groups went 
smoothly. We wouldn’t 
be able to have such 
interesting Zoom 
meetings without her 
technological skills! 

As the meeting closed the hostesses presented the attendees with this collage of the 

“righteous women” of Beta chapter! 
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So Much to Think About . . . October Meeting Sparks Interest 
 
A voluntary social justice interest group, similar to book discussion interest groups in other 
organizations, hopes to continue the conversation begun in October. The meeting planners 
received positive input regarding the discussion of social justice. Politics will be avoided and the 
discussions will center around members’ own personal journeys in understanding this complex 
topic. The group is planning a voluntary follow up Zoom session with continued reading and small 
group conversation on Monday, January 25th at 6:30 pm. For the readings and zoom link, please 
RSVP to janestephenson08@gmail.com . 
 
 

A Little Bit of This & That . . .  
 
Lori Schneider has a new home:  6745 Hunters Green Way, Indianapolis, IN 46278 
 
News from DKG Council 8:   A new award, Honor of the Council, was presented to 
Betty Flynn and Lori Schneider at the November Council 8 Fall Function.  Both Beta 
members were noted for going above and beyond in helping their chapters merge with 
Beta and as exceptional Council 8 members.  
 
News from DKG Indiana:  The Hoosier Newsette will have a registration form for the 
2021 Indiana State Convention. A video invite to the convention is on the state website 
www.DKGIndiana.org  The convention will be at Swan Lake Resort, Plymouth, April 23-
25, 2021, if travel restrictions are not put in place. 
 

But Wait – There’s More . . . ! 

Showing Appreciation 

 
Teachers gather in the parking lot of Beta’s adopted school, Anna Brockhausen 
Elementary School (IPS #88), to receive their teacher appreciation present of a gift card 
for Jimmie John’s. The event had been postponed from May due to COVID 19 
restrictions. Despite the challenges teachers face every day due to the pandemic, our next 
generation is receiving an education! 
 
 
 

mailto:janestephenson08@gmail.com
http://www.dkgindiana.org/
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Fall Function Honors, Informs, & Entertains 

The annual DKG Council 8 Fall Function may not have included a delicious meal in 
the dining room of the Woodstock Country Club, and hugs between long-time friends 
weren’t possible. But, however, the spirit of sisterhood was strong as the members gathered 
to celebrate the many achievements of the past year (despite the obstacles!) and to share 
plans for the upcoming year. The speaker’s theme, “Suffrage Centennial: Failure Is 
Impossible,” was appropriate not only for this centennial year of the passage of women’s 
suffrage but also for this “Year of COVID.” Women show that failure is only a word, not a 
permanent condition! 

Karen Braeckel (Beta) announced a new award called “Honors of the Council” to be 
given annually at our Fall Function when appropriate. A suitable candidate demonstrates 
extraordinary effort to ensure the success of a Council 8 chapter or the Council itself. (The 
announcement of the award is on page 7 )  

Sadly, many celebrations of the 100th anniversary of the passage of women’s suffrage 
had to be canceled this year. Whenever possible (and thanks to Zoom!), recognition of the 
indominable women who led the fight for women’s right to vote have still occurred. Cheryl 
Steurwald (Epsilon) informed and entertained us with anecdotes regarding both national 
and Hoosier leaders in the movement. 

 Thank you to the committee members who made this meeting possible! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Deb Carrell (Beta Tau) opened the gathering 
sharing a “recipe” for a successful DKG 
Chapter.  

Several DKG member 
anniversaries were 
recognized. Elizabeth 
Brayton (Beta) proudly 
wears the 40-year pin she 
received prior to the 
meeting. Other Betas 
celebrating anniversaries 
were Joyce Bryan (40 
years), Roleen Pickard 
(50 years), and Ruth Ann 
Hogsett (55 years).  

Cheryl Steurwald highlighted the 
achievements of Hoosier suffragettes, 
Amanda Way, Mary F. Thomas, Mary Stuart 
Edwards, Elizabeth Eaglesfield and others.  
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Honors of the Council Award 2020 

Presented by Karen Braeckel, November 14, 2020 

 

On behalf of Coordinating Council 8, we are pleased to announce a new award called “Honors of the 

Council” to be given annually at our Fall Function when appropriate. 

 

A suitable candidate demonstrates extraordinary effort to ensure the success of a Council 8 chapter or 

the Council itself.  

 

In this inaugural year we will honor two of our sisters who went out of their ways to help their chapters 

remain viable. In both cases an easier path existed, but neither leader chose it. They fought for the 

good of their chapters – not themselves. How easy it would have been to simply transfer their own 

memberships. 

 

The first honoree joined Beta Gamma chapter of DKG in 1991. She served as chapter president in the 

2010-2012 biennium. A quick glance in the following yearbooks will show she continued as president 

for the next two bienniums – meaning she led the chapter for six straight years from 2010 to 2016 – 

almost single-handedly working to keep her chapter afloat. After her third term and no one else could 

serve as president, Beta Gamma merged with Beta chapter. The following biennium – 2018-2020 – she 

served as corresponding secretary to bring a voice for her old chapter to the executive board. She 

currently serves as an honorary member of Beta’s executive board. 

 

Please help me show our appreciation to Betty Flynn, Beta Gamma and now Beta! 

 

Our second honoree is a relatively new DKG member who joined Alpha Theta in 2014. With one 

biennium under her belt, she became co-president of her chapter for the 2016-2018 term. She barely 

had her feet wet! She also played a major role in leading some members of her chapter toward merging 

rather than simply dropping their DKG affiliation. In 2018 Alpha Theta merged with Beta. 

Without hesitation she accepted a leadership role in Beta so there would be representation for her 

original chapter on the executive board.  

During her short time as a DKG member, she helped co-host and organize at least two Council 

Brunches, and both times volunteered her daughters to help her make favors for everyone in 

attendance. 

Please help me congratulate a born leader, Lori Schneider, Alpha Theta and now Beta! 

 

  

Betty Flynn 
Lori Schneider 
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It’s December so . . .  
PUT YOUR HOLIDAY GLOW ON! 

  

Our December meeting is Monday, December 7, 2020, at 7:00 
p.m. via Zoom. 
 

Our presenter is Mary Kay Consultant Diane Alfrey. During the presentation 
she promises to show us an innovative collection of age-fighting products that work 
together to deliver the benefits for younger-looking skin. She reminds us that we 
always need to care for our skin, but during the winter months, our skin requires a 
little extra care.  We are going to learn some ways to do this so it can stay healthy-
looking and radiant especially for the holidays!  

The deadline to register to receive some sample skin-care products via snail-
mail has passed, but you may still attend the meeting. 
 Please click on the link below to enter the meeting: 
https://iu.zoom.us/j/83698142715?pwd=aHFiNkhQQkoySHZFcVdZS1pOa09xUT09 
 
 

Opportunities for Growth 
 

My name is Jill Alsop and I am the Scholarship Chair for Beta chapter. There 
are many scholarships available to members at the national, state, and chapter levels. 
Please feel free to call me if you are interested in more information or consult the 
Delta Kappa Gamma website. 

 One award I would like to highlight now is the Lucile Cornetet Award for 
professional development. This awards financial assistance to employed members 
involved in conferences, seminars, online courses, lecture series, workshops and other 
non-degree programs. The award is given on May 1 and November 1 starting in 2021. 
More information, applications and deadlines can be found on the Delta Kappa 
Gamma website, www.dkg.org  
 
Jill’s Contact information: 
alsopjill@gmail.com 
(317) 345-9919 

This is the last Beta Bits for 2020. The next issue will be out in late January following the 
executive board meeting. Have a safe and healthy holiday season! 

https://iu.zoom.us/j/83698142715?pwd=aHFiNkhQQkoySHZFcVdZS1pOa09xUT09
http://www.dkg.org/
mailto:alsopjill@gmail.com

