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From the President….. 
 
Another school year has come 

to a close. Another year filled 

with new ways of teaching and 

learning in this evolution of 

education. A year of having to 

repeatedly change course with 

little notice or preparation time. 

Another year of COVID 

concerns front and center. But 

now it is summer! It’s time to 

step back, destress, and 

recharge our “batteries”. 

 

As I was thinking about writing 

this article, I was reminded of a 

story about two woodcutters 

that my sister, a retired school 

counselor, used to share with 

our faculty. The woodcutters 

decided to have a contest to see 

who could cut the most wood 

in a day. When the contest 

began, both woodcutters got to 

work with determination and 

energy. The first one worked 

tirelessly chopping wood all 

day long, never stopping to eat 

or to take a break. He became 

more and more confident as he 

watched his opponent stop to 

take frequent breaks to snack, 

get drinks, and rest in the sun. 

He knew that the second 

woodcutter was wasting 

valuable time, and he kept 

chopping away, watching his 

stack of wood grow. The day 

came to an end, and it was time 

to judge the contest and award 

the victory. The first 

woodcutter was shocked to 

learn that the second 

woodcutter had chopped a 

much larger stack of wood. He  

 

 

asked him how it was possible 

that after taking so many 

breaks during the day he could 

still have cut more wood. The 

second woodcutter explained 

that each break he took to eat a 

snack and rest had revived him. 

But he went on to say that what 

the first man 

hadn’t noticed 

was that each 

time he had 

taken a break, he 

had also 

sharpened his axe. And that 

made all the difference. 

I hope that each of you will 

take time during this break to 

rest in the sun, do the things 

that rejuvenate you, and 

sharpen your axe. Enjoy your 

summer!! 
 

Teresa Odle,  

President 
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Gamma Mu General Meeting 

May 1, 2021 - 8:30 am  
Monticello Christian Church 

 

Coffee Hour and Committee Meetings 
 

Induction - Melissa Gregorovic and Mandi 
McKinzie  

-Melissa Gregorovic is a special 
education teacher at Frontier Jr/Sr 
High School.  
-Amanda (Mandi) McKinzie is a 4th 
grade teacher at Landis Elementary in 
Logansport. 
 

A lovely induction was held with 
inspiring music by Janie Hornung with 
Christine Legler on piano. May both 
ladies find Gamma Mu a very worthy 
addition to their lives. 
 

Ceremony of Remembrance - Carolyn 
Michael and Rosemary Bauer 

-Carolyn Michael’s memorial tribute 
was given by Penny Shaefer. Carolyn 
was a charter member. She held 
several board positions as well as 
many committees. She is a graduate of 
Ball State University and dedicated her 
time to the Logansport community in 
various ways.  
-Rosemary Bauer’s memorial tribute 
was given by Marsha Riggs. Rosemary 
also was a charter member. She was a 
business teacher at Lewis Cass and 
retired in 1990. Rosemary will be 
remembered as a long-term treasurer 
for Gamma Mu. 

 

Call to Order - President Teresa Odle called 
the meeting to order at 9:36 am and reminded 
members of PGP points available for those 
who need them. 
 

Thought for the Day - “The fellowship of true 
friends who can hear you out, share your joys, 
help carry your burdens, and correctly 
counsel you is priceless.” - Ezra Taft Benson 
 

Reading of the Minutes - Jill Woods - The 
minutes can be found on page 3 of the GAB. 
 

Treasurer’s Report - Ann Easter reported as 
of April 30, 2021 we have an available cash 
balance of $11,195.71. The Evelyn Davis 
Scholarship fund has a balance of $1,219.75. 
The treasurer’s report will be filed for review. 
 

Correspondence - Carol Loehrke had no 
correspondence to report. 
 

Report of Standing Committees: 
Society Business: 
 
Membership - Faye Miller welcomed our new 
members, Melissa Gregorovic and Mandi 
McKinzie. 
 
Induction - Melinna Bacon also welcomed our 
new members. 
 

Birthday Celebration - Elaine Nesius thanked 
members who helped her. 
 
Literacy -Cynthia McQuinn had nothing to 
report. 
 

Society Mission and Rules: 
 
Program - Barrie McClain passed around a 
notebook for any program book corrections. 
 
Legislation - Jacquie Lehe and Patty Piercy 
thanked their committee for their help setting 
up the meeting. 
 

Educational Services: 
 
Scholarships - Kaye Gutwein was not present. 
Scholarships are available. 
 

Book Awards - Jillian Layton reported that she 
will present book awards to Jenna Swaim 
from Twin Lakes, Brynn Buczkowski from 
Caston High School, and Alyssa Kirby from 
Tri-County Jr/Sr. High School. 
 

Communications - Sally McAndrews thanked 
those who sent in articles for the GAB. Thank 
you to Sally for her hard work and dedication 
as we received a 5 Star Award for the GAB 
again for last year. 
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International Projects - Myrt Collins and 
Cheryl Glaser reported about UNICEF and 
passed a basket for donations. 
 

Unfinished Business -  
• State Convention will be in Indianapolis 

on June 12th from 8:00 to 4:00. 
Information about the convention is in 
the GAB. Deb Corso reported on the 
Raffle Basket from Gamma Mu for the 
convention. 

• International Conference- Teresa Odle 
and Ann Easter are tentatively planning 
to attend in San Antonio. 

• Marsha Riggs said her farewell as 
president since COVID did not allow 
her the opportunity to end her biennium 
as usual. She noted that this was the 
first time in a while that she has come 
to a meeting not carrying a suitcase.   

• Teresa announced that Melissa 
Gregorovic will be a member of the 
Birthday Celebration Committee, and 
Mandi McKenzie will join the Research 
Committee. 

• Dues are due for the 2021-2022 year. 

• The Executive Board recommends 3 
candidates from both Cass and White 
Counties. Janie Hornung seconded the 
motion. The motion passed. 

 

Business meeting was adjourned at 10:25 
am.  
 

 
New members pose with their sponsor at the May 
meeting. From left to right: Melissa Culver-Pekny, 

Melissa Gregorovic, Mandi McKinzie, and Dina 

D’Andrea  

Book Awards were presented to: 
• Jenna Swaim from Twin Lakes and will 

be attending Ball State in the fall to 
major in elementary education and 
minor in American Sign Language. 

• Brynn Buczkowski from Caston High 
School and will be attending Taylor 
University to major in elementary 
education. 

• Alyssa Kirby from Tri-County Jr/Sr High 
School and will be attending Texas 
Christian University to major in 
elementary education. 

Congratulations to these deserving future 
educators! 
 

Recognition of Retiree Cindy Douglass by 
Barrie McClain and Ann Wooden. Cindy 
graduated from Ball State University, raised 5 
Caston Comets, and now enjoys her new 
home on Lake Shafer. Cindy received 5 new 
(plastic) boats and lovely flowers. 
 

Birthday Celebration for Gamma Mu’s 43rd 
Year. Cupcakes, mints, nuts and the birthday 
song were enjoyed by members. 
 
 

 
 
White roses in remembrance of Carolyn Michael and 
Rosemary Bauer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New member applications  

will be accepted at the Summer Planning 
meeting – Tuesday, June 8th.  
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Summer Planning 
 

Gamma Mu members will gather at the Psi Iota Xi 
Community House in Brookston for their annual 
Summer Planning. The sorority house is located at 
the intersection of State Road 18 and Highway 43 
at the only stop light in Brookston or use the 
address as 206 S. Prairie Street. Parking is 
available behind the sorority house and 
connecting the Brookston Library. 
The executive board will meet at 11:30 and the 
general meeting begins at noon on Tuesday, June 
8, 2021 with everyone enjoying social time and 
sampling delicious salads and desserts brought by 
our members. This is a new time, so please mark 
your calendar correctly. (Oh my, I sound like a 
teacher!) Members contribute a “dime a dip” for 
each spoonful they put on their plates. The 
proceeds help to fund the Book Awards. I will 
have all paper products, utensils, and drinks 
available.  
Planning guides will be distributed for the coming 
year, with discussion taking place to determine 
meeting places, dates, and programs. It is also 
helpful if members bring school calendars 
because many corporations are having a week-
long break in October and it will make dates 
easier to schedule. When all plans and 
committees are finalized, booklets will be 
prepared and distributed at the October meeting. 
Please send any current information, such as 
emails, phone numbers, addresses or school 
employment to Mary Ann Rusk and Teresa Odle 
by June 30th. 
Members will gather by their respective county to 
nominate candidates for the Gamma Mu chapter. 
In December we hope to initiate three new ladies 
from each county. 
 It was exciting to see so many smiles and chatter 
at our May meeting after a long absence. 
Hopefully, even more ladies will work together to 
make our chapter meetings educational, 
informative, and inspiring.  
Deb Corso   
 
Deb Corso, Past President  
 

 

 

 

 
 

      

Chapter Dues 
 

     Chapter dues for 2021-2022 are due to our 
treasurer, Ann Easter, by June 25th. She will be 
accepting dues at the June summer planning 
meeting. Dues are $75 for active members and 
$31 for reserve members. You may also mail them 
to her at 2500 High Street, Logansport, IN, 46947. 

 
 
 

International Conferences 
 

     Registration is now open for International 
Conferences on the International website. Both 
the conference in Portland (July 7-10) and the San 
Antonio conference (July 22-24) are being offered 
in person and online. If you cannot travel to be at 
one of them, I encourage you to register to attend 
virtually. They always have excellent speakers, 
and there will be many breakout sessions 
available to choose from for personal and 
professional development.  
 

   

Dates to Remember… 
June 8, 2021 - Summer Planning meeting, 

noon at the Psi Iota Xi House in Brookston 

June 12, 2021 - State Convention, Primo 

Banquet and Events Center, Indianapolis, 8:00 

– 4:00 

June 25, 2021 - Deadline for chapter dues  

July 7-10, 2021 - International Conference- 

Portland, Oregon 

July 22-24, 2021 - International 

Conference- San Antonio 

September 22, 2021 - Deadline for GAB 

submissions 

September 29, 2021 - Executive Board 

meeting 

October 2, 2021 - General Meeting, 

Monticello United Methodist Church 
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Program Books 

  We will soon be working to prepare next 
year’s program book for the printer. Please review 
your information in our current book, and if you 
have a change of address, phone number, email, 
or teaching assignment for next year, please send 
those changes ASAP to Mary Ann Rusk, Barrie 
McClain, or Teresa Odle. If you would like to 
update your photo, please email or mail a new 
photo to Mary Ann. And don’t forget to update 
your information on the International website as 
well. (www.dkg.org) 
 

 

Book Award Recipients 
 

The following seniors going into education were 
presented Book Awards during the May meeting. 

Congratulations! 
 

Brynn Buczkowski is a senior at Caston 
High School. After graduation she will 
attend Taylor University and major in 
Elementary Education. This year in high 
school, sch ran cross country, was 
President of the Key Club, and was the 
Vice Chair of the Logansport Savings 

Bank Junior Board of Directors. She was also an active 
member of Student Council, National Honor Society 
and the Student Advisory Council. She loves hiking, 
biking, and playing with her Golden Retriever puppy, 
Maggie. 
 

Jenna Swaim is a senior at Twin Lakes 
High School. Her parents are Robert and 
Desiree Swaim. She plans to attend Ball 
State University to major in Elementary 
Education and minor in American Sign 
Language. She has been involved with 

gymnastics at Bella Rose Gymnastics for most of her 
life. Throughout high school, she has the opportunity 
to coach young gymnasts, which led her to pursue 
Elementary Education as a major. She loves working 
with children and is excited for her future. 
 

Alyssa Kirby is a senior at Tri-
County Jr. Sr. High School. She is 
graduating as salutatorian of her 
class. She will be attending 
Texas Christian University in 

Fort Worth, TX majoring in Elementary Education. 

 

 
Congratulations to the Retiree! 

Cindy Douglas 
 

After retiring in December, 2020, I started 
a part-time job in March, 2021 with KI Furniture 
working in their K-12 school furniture division.  I 
am their educational liaison for the northern 1/3 
of Indiana, so I’m reaching out to school 
administrators and helping them connect with the 
individuals they need to help with projects in their 
schools.  I am very much enjoying this position 
because it keeps me connected to the network of 
school administrators I’ve been working with over 
the past 30 years, yet is a very flexible position 
that allows me to do other things I have been 
looking forward to doing in retirement.   

We now have three grown kids spread out 
over the country — our daughter, Emily, has been 
in Nashville TN since graduating from Purdue in 
2016, and will be relocating to Chicago this 
summer to complete her NP training at Lurie 
Children’s Hospital.  Our middle son, Quentin, is in 
Pensacola Florida and our youngest son, Eli will be 
finishing up his MS in Accounting at Purdue in 
December 2021 and relocating wherever his job 
may take him.  Being able to pick up and go to see 
my kids when it works for their hectic schedules is 
something I’ve been unable to do when I was 
working full-time as a school superintendent.  I 
can now pick up and go with minimal advance 
planning, so I love that!   

My husband works as a national sales 
director and travels extensively, so I also enjoy 
having the flexibility to travel with him whenever 
he goes to a location of interest.  Additionally, we 
sold our main home and relocated full-time to our 
lake house in Monticello in August 2019.  I’m a big 
fan of HGTV and have accumulated a number of 
home project ideas since making that transition, 
so I now have the time to devote to tackling some 
of those projects!  
 
 


