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From the President… 

 On January 20th, America 
inaugurated our 46th President. 
In January we also honored 
Martin Luther King Jr., a leader 
of the Civil Rights movement. 
Now in February we will 
celebrate President’s Day, 
originally established in 1885 
in recognition of President 
George Washington, who 
before becoming the first 
president, was the military 
leader of the Patriot forces. As 
part of 1971’s Uniform Holiday 
Act, President’s Day was 
significantly tucked in on a 
Monday between Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthday and 
Washington’s birthday and is 
now viewed as a day to 
celebrate all U.S. Presidents, 
past and present. That’s a lot 
of attention placed on 
leadership in just the first two 
months of the year. Good 
leadership is recognized. Good 
leadership is honored. Good 
leadership is celebrated. Good 
leadership is sought after and 
admired.  
Most of the seven Purposes of 
the Delta Kappa Gamma 
Society International have 
something to do with 
leadership.  At our recent 
executive board meeting, I 
asked if anyone knew of any 
Women of Distinction, which 
we recognize at each meeting. 
It was mentioned that all of 
you who are in the trenches 
continuing to teach through 
this unprecedented time of 

pandemic and change are 
Women of Distinction. I 
wholeheartedly agree. You 
have quickly adapted to ways 
of teaching that most of us 
could not have 
dreamed of, 
and you have 
led your 
students into this new world 
with you. You have become 
stars of the screen trying to 
keep the attention of that 
gallery of little faces. E-learning 
and Zoom classrooms (with 
behind-the-scenes 
distractions), hybrid 
classrooms, socially distanced 
learning, technical difficulties 
on your end or theirs-- and 
that’s just the beginning of the 
list of challenges.  I know from 
experience, as all teachers do, 
that there are difficult 
moments and days when 
Benjamin Hocks’ comments on 
leadership feel about right: “If 
you think you are leading and  
(Continued – page2) 
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From the President… 
(Cont.) 

turn around to see no one following you, then you 
are just taking a walk.” But I also know that your 
tireless dedication and perseverance are leading 
your students to become knowledgeable about 
things that they would not have learned pre-
pandemic. They are learning to be responsible 
and independent in new ways. Those of us who 
are retired can’t fully understand your methods of 
teaching any more than you can fully understand 
how we taught through different challenges 
without all of the technology. (And you will never 
know the thrill of passing a paper hot off the 
hand-cranked ditto machine under your nose. 
Hmm….that smell!) But the point is, we all as 
educators find ways to survive the struggles and 
we have the same goals. We want our students to 
become good leaders themselves. 
 
“Before you become a leader, success is all about 
growing yourself. When you become a leader, 
success is all about growing others.”  -- Jack Welch 
“Outstanding leaders go out of their way to boost 
the self-esteem of their personnel. If people 
believe in themselves, it’s amazing what they can 
accomplish.”  -- Sam Walton 
     It sounds like these guys know how teachers 
work. We encourage and inspire others to learn 
more, dream more, and become more. And that 
doesn’t have to only be in a classroom with 
students. We can become leaders in many 
situations and in many different aspects of our 
lives. And so, my Gamma Mu friends, I encourage 
you all to learn more, dream more, and find ways 
and places where you can use your leadership 
skills to become more than you thought you could 
be. 
 
 
Teresa Odle 

President 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Member Challenge 
 

     We have been challenged to get everyone in all 
chapters to update their member information on 
the website. Current information is vital to 
international, state, and chapter communications. 
It really does not take long to complete. You will 
need your member number to do it. It is printed on 
your membership card, but if you have hidden that 
in a safe place, you can always contact Teresa 
Odle or Ann Easter for help in getting that number. 
You can create or log on to your account by going 
to www.dkg.org. You will enter your membership 
number and a password that you create. Once 
you are signed in, hover over MyDKG on the 
menu bar at the top. Choose the My Account 
option, and it will take you to the form to complete. 
And don’t forget to update it if anything changes 
for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember… 
 

April 21, 2021 – deadline for GAB, send to 

Sally McAndrews at kmacs97@comcast.net 

April 21, 2021 -New member Orientation 

meeting 

April 28, 2021 – executive board meeting at 

Dina D’Andrea’s home at 5:00 

May 1, 2021– May general meeting and new 

member induction, 8:30 am, at Monticello 

Christian Church 

June 8, 2021 – Summer Planning meeting at 

Psi Iota Xi Sorority Community House, 

Brookston 

June 12, 2021 – DKG State Convention, 8:00 

am – 4:00 pm, Primo Banquet and Convection 

Center, Indianapolis 

July 7-10, 2021 - International Conference, 

Portland, Maine 

July 21-24, 2021 – International 

Conference, San Antonio, Texas 

 

 

http://www.dkg.org/
mailto:kmacs97@comcast.net
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Gamma Mu Executive Board Meeting 

3:00 pm Sunday, November 15, 2020, via 
Zoom  

Present for the Zoom call were: Judy Neilan, Jill 

Woods, Fay Miller, Teresa Odle, Marsha Riggs, 

Barrie McClain, Melinna Bacon, Ann Easter, and 

Marjorie Miller 

Call to Order- Teresa Odle called the meeting to 

order at 3:02 pm. 

Thought for the Day- “We don’t need more to be 
thankful for, we just need to be more thankful.” 
~Carlos Casteneda 

Reading of the Minutes- Jill Woods read the 
minutes from the September Executive meeting. 

Fay made a motion to approve the minutes, Barrie 

seconded, motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report- Ann Easter reported as of 

September 30, 2020 we have a total of $11,393.65 

pending audit. The Evelyn Davis Scholarship 

balance is $1,217.35. Barrie made a motion to 

approve the treasury report as presented, Fay 

seconded the motion, motion passed. 

Correspondence- Carol Loehrke - no report 

  

Reports of Standing Committees: 

Society Business 

      Finance- Deb Corso and Teri Roscka- No 
report on the silent auction 

      Membership- Fay Miller- (new member 
candidates, orientation)     
Induction- Melinna Bacon- no report 

Program of Work 

      Program- Fay Miller- no report 
      Research- Marjorie Miller and Allison 
Chambers- no report 

Educational Services 

       Scholarships- Kaye Gutwein (article for 
GAB) 
       Book Awards- Jillian Layton (provide her the 
number and schools to distribute applications) 
       Communications- Sally McAndrews 
Deadline for December GAB is December 2nd. 
       International Projects- Cheryl Glaser and 

Myrt Collins (article for GAB) 
 

Unfinished Business- 

      Proposed budget approved 

      New member candidates approved 

  

New Business- 

1.    December 12th meeting- The 
Governor’s mandates and the decision of 
Calvary Presbyterian Church’s leaders 
(as well as the safety of our members) 
seem to make cancellation of our meeting 
necessary. 

2.    Orientation and induction of new 
members- will hold off for now. Barrie 
made a motion to pay all required dues 
for the 2020-2021 new members, Fay 
seconded the motion, and the motion 
passed. 

3.    Silent Auction- Donations can be 
made by December 31. Donations go 
towards Book Awards. Ann mentioned if 
we skip taking donations this year, we 
have enough in the treasury to be okay. 

4.    Book Awards- Due to COVID, no 
applications were filled out last year. 
Barrie made a motion to award 4 schools 
the Book Awards for 2020-2021. Jill 
seconded the motion and the motion 
passed. Those schools to be awarded 
are: Caston, Tri-County, Lewis Cass, and 
Twin Lakes. 

  

Announcements- 

Longtime member Carolyn Michael passed away 
on November 8, 2020. Barrie made a motion to 
send a memorial donation of $25 to First United 
Methodist Church in Logansport. Jill seconded 
and the motion passed. There will be a rose 
ceremony at our next in-person meeting. 

Dates to Remember: 

      December 2, 2020       GAB submissions due 

      January 27, 2021      New Member Orientation 
Meeting at “The Stable” across from Pisgah 
Church, Logansport, Indiana 
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      February 1, 2021      Applications for State 
offices due 

      February 1, 2021      Poster for State 
Conference applications due to Stephanie Walsh 

      February 3, 2021    Executive Board Meeting, 
Deb Corso’s home Chalmers, Indiana  

      February 6, 2021    Gamma Mu General 
Meeting, Webb Chapel United Methodist Church     

      April 23-25, 2021      State Conference, Swan 
Lake Resort, Plymouth, Indiana 

      July 21-24, 2021       DKG International 
Conference, San Antonio, Texas  

President Teresa Odle adjourned the meeting at 

4:00pm.  
 

Recording Secretary, 

Jill Woods 
 
 
 

 

Tempted by Retirement? 
 

     If you are retiring at the end of this school year, 
please notify President Teresa Odle of your plans 
(tkodle57@gmail.com) as soon as possible. Also, 
if you know that one of our members is retiring, 
please share that information. We want to help the 
retirees celebrate this milestone in their careers at 
our May meeting. 

 
 

 
 

Literacy Project 

When we are able to meet again, we will 

collect gently used books and magazines for 

our local literacy project.  Please make sure 

your names have been deleted and any loose 

advertisements are removed from the 

magazines. Thank you in advance for your 

donations.  They will be distributed to several 

laundromats and nursing homes in Cass and 

White Counties. 

 
 

State Convention 
 

     The weekend long State Convention at Swan 
Lake Resort in Plymouth has been cancelled due 
to COVID safety concerns. Instead, we will have a 
one-day convention in Indianapolis on June 12th. 
Registration will begin at 8:00 am, and everything 
will be done by at least 4:00 pm. State Convention 
is fun and energizing, plus you will have the 
opportunity to meet lots of DKG sisters and learn 
more about the society. And an added bonus is 
the PGP points you can earn by attending. Please 
consider joining us. You will be receiving the 
registration form via email very soon.  
     Each chapter has been asked to contribute a 
basket filled with items that represent our area for 
the silent auction at the convention. The proceeds 
from the auction will go toward the Emergency 
Fund. If you would be willing to help with this 
project, please let Teresa know. You can be a part 
of the convention even if you can’t attend. 

 
 
 
 

International Projects 
 

     We are finalizing our Hope for Haiti campaign 
from last year. The cancellation of our May 
meeting and the altered summer planning meeting 
made it difficult for some to turn in their heart 
boxes filled with change. Marla still has a little 
present for those who still want to contribute. Your 
donations can be sent to Ann Easter (2500 High 
Street, Logansport) by February 12th. Our current 
total is $286.07. 
     Now it’s time to recycle those heart boxes for 
another good cause! In the last edition of the 
GAB, our International Projects Committee 
presented information on this year’s Schools for 
Africa project. You can find more on this at 
www.schoolsforafrica.com. Fill those boxes with 
spare change (or bills) and be ready to bring your 
donation to our next meeting.  

 
 

Book Award 
 
Many thanks to the Gamma Mu ladies for your 
donations to the Book Award. Ann received 
$265.00 by the end of December. The rest of the 
money will be taken from our treasury because we 
did not have our annual Christmas Silent Auction. 
The Book Award will be awarded at our May 
meeting.  

http://www.schoolsforafrica.com/
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Coordinating Councils to be Reorganized 
 
 An Ad Hoc committee of eight members of 
DKG Indiana State Organization, including Gamma 
Mu member Penny Schaefer, has recommended 
the reorganization of the Coordinating Councils.  
Currently there are thirteen councils in the state.  
The recommendation is to reorganize into five 
councils arranged by geographically.  Gamma Mu 
Chapter is currently in Council 4 with chapters 
from Benton, Warren, Fountain, Tippecanoe, and 
Cass counties.  If the proposal is accepted our 
chapter will most likely be incorporated into the 
new Northwest Council.  The most important task 
of each council is to organize and host the annual 
state convention or conference.  Gamma Mu last 
organized the 2018 conference held in Lafayette. 
 As with any reorganization there are 
plusses and minuses.  Reorganization would allow 
for chapters to be more involved with planning 
and hosting meetings more often.  This means 
more opportunities for members to be involved at  
conferences and conventions.  Larger geographic 
areas for councils may mean more travel for 
members to attend meetings.  However, like 
many groups, DKG members have become adept 
at attending ZOOM meetings.   
 The AD Hoc committee is still working to 
place each chapter in a district.  Once that is 
completed, a map will be drawn of the districts.  
The map and the proposal will be communicated 
to members in the March Hoosier Newsette.   If 
you have concerns, please contact me or Teresa 
Odle.  The reorganization plan will be voted upon 
at the June mini-convention.   
 
Marsha Riggs, Immediate Past President, Gamma 
Mu 
Indiana State Organization Historian 
 
 

FOUNDERS DAY 
 The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International came into being May 11, 1929, at 
the Faculty Women’s Club at the University of 
Texas in Austin. The Society was the dream of a 
great lady, Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, who 
envisioned a functioning organization uniting 

women teacher throughout the world to further 
noble ideals and worthy purposes. 
 Dr. Blanton, a member of the faculty of 
the University of Texas and a former state 
superintendent of public instruction, selected 
eleven other Texas women to help her found The 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society.  She and the other 
founders believed that there was a need of an 
organization in which women educators of all 
areas of the educational spectrum might be 
united for efforts toward better professional 
preparation, fairer recognition of women’s work 
in the teaching professional and more 
scholarships for those who need aid in improving 
their professional preparation. 
 The Society is now in every state in the 
United States and in many countries. Today, its 
members carry on the purposes and ideals set by 
Dr. Annie Webb Blanton. 
 In the 21st century many in the field of 
education feel we have little in common with our 
12 founders who lived over 90 years ago. Not only 
did the ladies of 1929 share many interests, both 
professional and personal, but we as members of 
Delta Kappa Gamma today also share these same 
interests. First of all, we all share the common 
title of “educator”. Those of you who are now or 
have been teachers of grades 1, 2, or 3 share the 
professional experiences of five of our founders-
Mamie Sue Bastian, Ruby Cole, Cora Martin, Lalla 
Odom, and Lela Lee Williams. If you have taught 
or are teaching grades 4, 5, or 6 you share the 
professional bond with Mabel Grizzard and Ray 
King. If you are working or have worked in nursery 
schools or kindergarten you share a bond with 
Helen Koch. If you have taught or are teaching in 
the secondary level of education, you share 
experiences with Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, Ruby 
Lomas, Sue King, and Lalla Odom.   
 Many have experienced professional 
growth that led to leadership positions and so did 
our founders. Some 90 years later we have 
principals, counselors, superintendents, and 
leaders in organizations related to education just 
to name a few. 
 Our founders shared their love of teaching 
and the value they placed on friendships fostered 
by Delta Kappa Gamma.  Today members of 
Gamma Mu also share these beliefs. 


