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From the President…….. 
 
How did you spend your 
summer?  When we meet in 
October it will be the first time 
many of us have seen each 
other since May.  We will be 
talking about our summer and 
our adventures.  There will be 
some exciting adventures to 
discuss.   
 
Well, my husband, Tom, and I 
went on a mission trip to 
Guatemala.  This is the second 
international mission trip which 
I have had an opportunity to be 
in the schools.  Three years ago, 
several members of our church 
went to Costa Rica to serve with 
a missionary who grew up in 
our church.  She often works in 
the Costa Rica schools helping 
to teach English.  In Costa Rica 
we helped students practice 
English.  In Guatemala we 
poured cement (backbreaking 
work) at a girls’ school for a day, 
then spent the rest of the 
mission helping to build two 
classrooms.  I have many 
stories about the laying 
cinderblock to build two 
classrooms, but that is not 
really what this essay is about.  
 
This essay is about the 

character of children in every 

county.  I have my favorite 

stories about students that 

every teacher will recognize.  In 

one school the students were 

asked to introduce themselves.  

As they went around the room 

some students were shy, some 

loud and proud.  The student 

that I most remember was the 

student who was turned 

around, not listening, and 

clueless.  We all know that 

student.  With first graders we 

used masks to help them learn 

emotions 

in English.  I 

don’t need 

to remind 

you that 

emotion: 

happy, sad, angry, etc. are 

universal.  In Guatemala, we 

were working during the 

morning at the elementary 

school and the afternoon at the 

middle school.  They were in 

the same buildings.  As in every 

country, you give students a 

ball to play with and a game 

ensues.  Laughter is, or should 

be, the universal sound of 

children at recess.  I remember 

the small boy who silently sat 

near Tom as he worked 

bending rebar.  I noted the 

Mayan children (Mayan people 

are very short) who watched 

Diana.   

                      Continued on page 2 
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They were curious about a 6’1” woman.  We were 
the first group of people who were working at the 
school, so all the children were as curious about us 
as we were about them.  I can tell many more 
stories, but I will leave you with a description that 
you will all recognize.  We were taking a morning 
break.  It was quiet because all students were in 
class.  We looked across the courtyard to see a little 
boy at a desk with his head down.  He was dressed 
neatly.  A few minutes later, a little girl in 
traditional Mayan clothing came out of the 
classroom and spoke with the boy.  He got out from 
the desk and went inside the classroom.  Even in 
Guatemala, teachers put students in the hallway.   
 
We will see each other in in October at the October 
meeting.   We will all have stories to share.  Some 
stories my even involve children and travel.  

Marsha Riggs 

President 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Meeting 

 
Gamma Mu members of Delta Kappa Gamma 

Society International will meet at the Monticello 

United Methodist Church on Saturday, October 

5th for our October meeting. Tables will be 

decorated beautifully to celebrate the fall season. 

The centerpieces will be available for purchase 

following the meeting.   

 

The morning will start off with committee 

meetings and coffee hour. It will be followed with 

a delicious breakfast brunch prepared by the ladies 

of the church.   

 

 

President Marsha Riggs will conduct the business 

meeting and reports will be given by all 

committees. Magazines will be collected for 

distribution for laundromats in White and Cass 

counties.   

 

Pat O'Brien will give a presentation about the 

Kokomo International School. Pat has been a 

teacher at the international school since its 

inception. She will talk about the international 

travels that the teachers have taken and about what 

she has learned about education on her travels.   

 

Thank you to the Professional Affairs committee; 

co-chairs Kathy Bahnaman and Brianne Herrold, 

and committee members. We also want to thank 

Teresa Odle and Myrt Collins for their guidance.   
 
 
Brianne Herrold 
Co-chair 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Dates to Remember… 
October 2, 2019 – executive board meeting 

at Susan Rodriguez’s home at 5:00 

October 5, 2019 – October General meeting 

at Monticello United Methodist Church, 8:30 

am 

November 15-16, 2019 – Falls Arts Retreat 

at Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, 

Indianapolis 

December 4, 2019 – deadline for GAB, send 

to Sally McAndrews at kmacs97@comcast.net 

December 4, 2019 – new member orientation 

meeting; 6:00 pm 

December 11, 2019 – executive board 

meeting at Teresa Odle’s home at 5:00  

December 14, 2019 – December general 

meeting at Bigler Hall, Calvary Presbyterian 

Church, 8:30 am 
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MINI MINUTES 
Summer Planning Meeting 

Tuesday, June 11, 2019 
Psi Iota Xi Community House, Brookston, IN 
 

The meeting began at 5:00 with members 
enjoying salads and desserts.  Everyone in 
attendance was asked to contribute “a dime a 
dip” for each spoonful of food placed on their 
plates.  Proceeds will be used for the Book 
Awards.   
CALL TO ORDER: President Marsha Riggs called 
the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and presented 
the thought for the day: “Celebrate the Society” – 
Jo Jones 
READING OF THE MINUTES: The Executive Board 
approved the minutes at the Executive Board 
Meeting prior to the meal. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: There was no Treasurer’s 
report for this meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE: A thank you not from North 
White Senior, Haley Rater, was read by Melinna 
Bacon thanking us for her Book Award. 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
Society Business 
Membership: No report at this time. 
Literacy: No report for this meeting. 
Program of Work 
Program: Teresa Odle will work on programs this 
evening. 
Music: No discussion regarding Music. 
Educational Services 
Scholarships and Book Awards: Linda Morris 
presented Haley Rater the Book Award at North 
White.  Marsha Riggs presented the Dorothy 
Moore award to Adeline Rodriguez in Logansport.  
Emily Brooks received the Margaret Piety Award 
at Pioneer, presented by Marsha Riggs. 
International Projects:  No report at this time. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Dues: Given to Dina to give to Ann Easter 
Program Updates:  These need to be given to 
Mary Ann Rusk, Marsha Riggs, or Teresa Odle by 
June 30, 2019. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Membership:  We look forward to inviting 2 new 
members from each county to join us. 
Women of Distinction: We want to congratulate 

Andrea Perrone for receiving Logansport’s Crystal 
Berry Award.  Congratulations, Andrea! 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 
October 2, 2019  Executive Board Meeting at 
Susan Rodriguez’s home, 5:00. 
October 5, 2019 General Meeting – 
“International Education” with Pat O’Brien 
Nov. 15-16, 2019 Fall Arts Retreat (FAR) at 
Our Lady of Fatima Retreat House, Indianapolis 
 
Planning Meeting - Ideas were presented for next 
year’s meetings.  Locations and hostesses for 
Executive Board Meetings were also planned. 
County Membership Meetings – The planning 
meeting was adjourned followed by membership 
meetings in their respective counties to review 
new member applications and choose 2 
candidates from White County and 2 from Cass 
County. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Rodriguez, Recording Secretary 
 

 

 
 
 

Book Award Recipient 

 
                           Haley Rater is a 2019 graduate  
                               Of North White High School. She  
                               During her time there she was a 
                               Manager for football, volleyball, 
                               And basketball. She also played 
                               Softball while maintaining a high 
                               GPA. For two years she was a 
peer tutor at the elementary level and worked in 
a daycare setting. These experiences of helping, 
caring, and encouraging children to learn has led 
her to pursue a career in Early Childhood 
Education. Eventually she would like to own her 
own daycare business. 
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Women of Distinction 

 
Congratulations to the following Gamma Mu 

members who are being recognized as a Women 

of Distinction. Great work ladies! 

 
Beth Myers had artwork featured, along with 
both of her parents in the Legacy Art Show, 
sponsored by the Logansport Art Association.  The 
show ran through August.  The show featured arts 
and crafts from four different Cass County 
families. 
 
Janie Hornung was named “Citizen of the Week” 
by Mayor Dave Kitchel, Logansport, for the week 
of July 23, 2019.  She was recognized for having 
“taught scores of students to appreciate music” 
and having been active in the musical 
performance community in Logansport.  Janie, 
who taught in the Logansport Community 
Schools, is a White County native.  
 
Teresa Odle was featured, with picture, in the 
Monticello Herald Journal hosting the summer 
meeting of the Alpha Nu Music Association.  
 
Sandy Thompson was recognized for having 
completed fifty years of teaching kindergarten in 
the Southeastern/Lewis School Corporation.  A 
plaque was awarded by the school corporation at 
the beginning of the school year.  The Logansport 
Pharos Tribune wrote a front-page article about 
Sandy in the September 4 issue of the newspaper.  
In the article Sandy is quoted as saying that she 
plans to teach, “…as long as it is fun and as long as 
she is able.” 
 

 

New Program Books 

 
New program books will be available at the 
October meeting. Many thanks to Mary Ann Rusk 
for the hours, knowledge, and dedication to 
putting together another wonderful program 
book. Many members even changed their pictures 
this year! 

 

  Literacy in the Laundromat 

We will once again be collecting new and gently used 

books, as well as magazines, at the October through 

May meetings.  Please make sure your names have 

been deleted and any loose advertisements are 

removed from the magazines. Thank you in advance 

for your donations.  They will be distributed to several 

laundromats in Cass and White Counties.   

 

 
 

     
 

Silent Auction Coming Soon! 

 

It’s not too early to be thinking about what you 

will bring to the Silent Auction! The December 

meeting (and Christmas) are just around the 

corner. Do what you can to help contribute to 

the two $500 scholarships that will be given to 

graduating seniors.  

     
 

 

 

Volunteer Spotlight 
 
My husband Keith and I volunteer with a special 
project through our church called Operation 
Christmas Child. We spend several hours each 
month, along with other members, putting together 
school supplies, coloring materials, toys, and 
fishing and sewing kits. I also crochet purses and 
headbands to include in the boxes we pack. We 
also are involved in our area collection site, where 
we pack the Christmas boxes to be sent to the 
national headquarters in preparation for delivery 
throughout the world. 
 
Sally McAndrews 
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