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From the President… 
 
In my first message as president I 
discussed how much I dislike 
writing.  I am positive that I also 
talked about being energized by 
the challenges of new tasks.  As I 
write my last message, I look back 
on the last two years with fond 
memories of good programs, the 
creation of good friendships, and 
the agony of writing nine essays 
for the Gab.  In June 2018 none of 
us could have imagined how this 
biennium would end.   
 
It is appropriate at this time to 
thank the members who made 
the last two years a success.  
Thank you to Teresa Odle for 
allowing me to bounce ideas off 
of you and guiding us in planning 
the programs.  Linda Morris, 
thank you for your work with 
membership.  The secretaries, 
Susan Rodriquez and Melinna 
Bacon kept records to keep us 
organized and on track.  Deb 
Corso was so knowledgeable as 
immediate past president.  A last 
officer who needs to be thanked 
is parliamentarian, Liz Billman.  
She will be missed both as an 
officer and a friend.   Thank you, 
Sally McAndrews for editing the 
Gab.  Thank you, Ann Easter, for 
volunteering to be treasurer, a 
sometimes thankless job.  Thank 
you committee chairs for the 
work you completed to make the 
meetings a successful.  Most of 
all, thank you to all of our 
members.  You accepted the 
challenges presented to you.   
 
Alas, this biennium has come to 
an end.  We did not meet for our 
May or June meetings.  Members 

currently teaching ended the 
school year with e-learning.  We 
spent three months in the house 
dreaming of social interaction, 
listening to dire news, worrying 
about the health of friends and 
family, and 
learning to 
social distance.  
As an 
organization, we 
cannot allow 
ourselves to stagnate because of 
this discombobulated end to the 
biennium.  Instead, we will pick 
up the pieces and start again. 
 
To the incoming officers, I wish 
you the best.  Teresa, you have 
dedicated and hardworking  
officers, in Barrie, Faye, Carol, and 
Jill.  The state organization is 
supportive.  Gamma Mu 
members are creative and 
adaptable.  In person or through 
Zoom, our chapter will flourish 
and continue to “celebrate the 
society.”   
 

Marsha Riggs 

Preside
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General Meeting 
Saturday, February 8, 2020 

Webb Chapel United Methodist Church 
 

Call to order: President Marsha Riggs called the 
meeting to order and presented the thought for 
the day: “Do not consider me now as an elegant 
female, intending to play you, but as a rational 
creature, speaking the truth from the heart.”  Jane 
Austen, Pride and Prejudice. 
Reading of the minutes: Please enjoy reading 
them in the GAB on pg. 3. 
Treasurer’s Report: Deb Corso gave the 
Treasurer’s Report.  As of February 1, 2020, DKG 
has $10,728.14 cash available. 
Correspondence: Melinna Bacon reported that Joy 
Reeser would like to withdraw her membership. 
 
Reports of Standing Committees 
Society Business  
Membership: Linda Morris stated that she has 
forms available for new members. 
Literacy: Cass Co. will be taking the books and 
magazines this month. 
Program of Work 
Program: Teresa Odle thanked her committee. 
Legislation:  Amy Densborn & Sandra Thompson 
thanked their committee. 
Founders’ Day:  Teri Roscka was thanked for her 
program recognizing the 12 ladies who founded 
DKG.  
Music: Cheryl Odle lead us in Patriotic music. 
Educational Services 
Scholarships: Carol Conrad stated that she has 
state and local scholarships available. 
Book Awards: No report at this time. 
Communications:  A big thank you to Sally 
McAndrews for an amazing GAB. 
International Projects:  Marla Sellers reported that 
our “Ornament Gift Project” for December was to 
support the schools in Guatemala.  Gamma Mu 
sisters continued to donate to the Guatemalan 
educational system, which is one of the three 
poorest educational systems in the world.  A total 
of $301.58 was raised. 
The second International Project this year is “Hope 
for Haiti’s Children”.  Haiti is the poorest country in  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Latin America and the Caribbean.  Many of the 
children in Haiti are child slaves or “restaveks”.   
 
They desperately need loving homes and a good 
education in order to succeed in life.  Pictures of 
restaveks and reminder cards were displayed on 
the tables.  Each member was given a heart bank 
to collect their spare change for the children of 
Haiti.  The members were asked to return their 
heart banks at the next meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business 
Marsha Riggs stated that registration for the State 
Conference was due by April 6, 2020. 
 
New Business 

1. It was recommended from the Executive 

Board that we accept Joy Reeser’s 

resignation from DKG. 

2. Nominations-Deb Corso presented the 

slate of new officers which was accepted. 

President-Teresa Odle 
1st Vice President-Barrie McClain 
Recording Secretary-Carol Loehrke 
Corresponding Secretary-Jill Woods 
Women of Distinction: Congratulations to Beth 
Myers, Cathy Herrell, and Teri Roscka 
Dates to Remember: None at this time. 
 
Following the meeting, The program “Career 
Paths: New Routes to Graduation” was presented 
by Emma Groff. 
 
 
Susan Rodriguez 
Recording Secretary 
Marsha Riggs 
President 
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Emma Groff discusses new avenues to graduation 

during the February meeting. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Planning 
I am so excited to see all of Gamma Mu members 
gather at the Monticello Christian Church for our 
annual Summer Planning. Can you believe our last 
meeting was February 8? What an experience this 
Covid-19 has been!  
The executive board will meet at 3:30 and the 
general meeting begins at 4:30p.m. on July 21 
with everyone enjoying social time and sampling 
delicious salads and desserts. Members will 
contribute a “dime a dip” for each spoonful they 
put on their plates. The proceeds will help to fund 
the Book Awards. All paper products, cups, and 
drinks will be provided by the May committee. 
Lovely live flowers will decorate our tables. 
Our agenda will include induction of new officers, 
the honoring of retirees, and a special memorial 
honoring Liz Billman. Please bring your heart 
boxes or money for the International Project 
“Hope for Haiti’s Children.” 
Planning guides will be distributed for the coming 
year, with discussions taking place to determine 
meeting places, dates, programs, and home for 

executive meetings. It will be helpful if members 
bring school calendars because many 
corporations are having a week-long break in 
October and it makes dates easier to schedule. 
When all plans and committees are finalized, 
booklets will be prepared and distributed at the 
October meeting. Please send any current 
information, such as emails, phone numbers, 
addresses or school employment to Mary Ann 
Rusk and Teresa Odle by August 3rd. 
Members will then gather by their respective 
county to nominate candidates for the Gamma 
Mu chapter. Please bring all information to the 
meeting on a perspective candidate as this will 
expedite the meeting. 
It is always wonderful to see Gamma Mu ladies 
working together to make our chapter meetings 
educational, informative, and inspiring. The 
meeting adjourns with more socializing and 
laughter. 
Deb Corso & Jill Woods Co-chairs of May meeting 

 
 

Note – if you do not feel comfortable eating from 
the buffet, please feel free to bring your own 

meal to eat at the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

International Projects 
 
 

Please be sure to bring your 
spare change to the July 
Meeting for the 
International Project "Hope 
for Haiti's Children".  (Don't 
worry if you have misplaced 
your heart box.  You can 

bring your change in any container.)  The 
300,000 restaveks "child slaves" need our help 
for an opportunity to have a good education 
and a safe, healthy, successful life.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

New member applications  

will be accepted at the Summer Planning 
meeting – Tuesday, July 21st. 
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Volunteer Spotlight 
 

Judy Neilan 
 

I am a volunteer for Literacy Volunteers of 
White County. I was working with two 
students before the stay at home order came 
about. We continued our tutoring using 
Messenger's video chat feature. I had never 
used this but during the quarantine, I learned 
to use Skype, Messenger video chat and also 
had Zoom sessions. I don't think I would have 
ventured into these technology areas without 
the pandemic. Being able to see someone and 
talk to them really was a blessing to help with 
the loneliness. No longer having someone to 
talk to at home or to be able to go out was 
difficult. I even learned to order my groceries 
online and then picked them up at our Kroger 
store. I probably saved money by not impulse 
buying when physically being in the store.  
 
 

 

 

 

What I did during the quarantine…… 

 

 

From Bonnie Sonafrank: From April 13 to 
June 29 I was not able to put any weight on 
my left leg. June 29 PT began so I am 
starting to walk again. I should be walking 
with a cane by end of July. 
 
 
From Deb Corso: Two of my favorite books 
that I read during our Covid-19 quarantine 
were:  The Only Woman in the Room and The 
Other Einstein by Marie Benedict.  Both books 
were true stories about women based on 
historical facts. 
     Hedy Lamarr was married to an Austrian 
arms dealer who sold guns to Hitler and she 
devised a plan to escape to London. 
     Miss Mileva Maric’ attended Swiss Federal 
Polytechnic in Zurich, Switzerland where she 
met her future husband Albert Einstein.  Both  
 
 

 
 
women were intelligent, determined and used 
these strengths to overcome adversity in their 
lives. 
     Two other books I want to read are: 
Carnegie’s Maid and Lady Clementine by 
Marie Benedict. 
 
From Judy Neilan: Two books I especially 
enjoyed during the stay at home were:  
The Book of Lost Friends  by Lisa Wingate. I 
also read The Guardians by John Grisham. I 
read a lot of books during this time but those 
two were good reads. 
 
From Sally McAndrews: I helped sew masks 
for a project our church put together for the 
pandemic. Two of the ladies cut the materials 
needed and put them in to kits. I and several 
other ladies sewed the masks together. I 
think I sewed about 250 masks. These were 
then distributed, at no cost, to anyone in the 
community who requested one. 
I also read two books by Karen Kingsbury; 
Where Yesterday Lives, and When Joy Came 
to Stay.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Memorial Service 
A special memorial ceremony will be 
conducted for Elizabeth Billman at 
the summer planning meeting on 
July 21st.  She passed away on 
February 8, 2020 and was an active 

member for 42 years. She held many offices in 
Gamma Mu and at the state level. She was a very 
loyal sister and helped to make Gamma Mu a 
great chapter.  
 


