
 

 

 

PURPOSES	

1. To	unite	women	educators	of	the	world	in	a	genuine	spiritual	fellowship.	
2. To	honor	women	who	have	given	or	who	evidence	a	potential	for	distinctive	service	in	any	field	of	education.	
3. To	advance	the	professional	interest	and	position	of	women	in	education.	
4. To	initiate,	endorse,	and	support	desirable	legislation	or	other	suitable	endeavors	in	the	interests	of	education	and	of	

women	educators.	
5. To	endow	scholarships	to	aid	outstanding	women	educators	in	pursuing	graduate	study	and	to	grant	fellowships	to	non-

member	women	educators.	
6. To	stimulate	the	personal	and	professional	growth	of	members	and	to	encourage	their	participation	in	appropriate	

programs	of	action.	
7. To	inform	the	members	of	current	economic,	social,	political	and	educational	issues	so	that	they	may	participate	

effectively	in	a	world	society.	

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 
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What a month!  Hopefully, you are all tucked safely in your homes. 
 
     As I write this letter, I am reminded of the pleasure I had in sharing the friendship and the duties of this position 
with Saundra Brown. She truly loved this organization.  Her thoughtfulness (even in death) was exemplified by her 
red "Shero" t-shirt gifted to each of us at our recent March meeting. While I miss her earthly presence, like many of 
you, she will remain my ever present "Shero".    
 
     These are uncertain times and we can appreciate more than ever having an organization of sisters who are 
concerned about one another.  Should you need assistance or a friend to talk with--just pull out your yellow 
yearbook and give one of us a call.  As always, my telephone number is at the bottom of this letter as a contact for 
any concerns or needs your may have.       
 
     The question of how long the present situation will last makes decision making within an organization 
difficult.  After consulting with the officers, we have decided to cancel the April 14th meeting scheduled at the 
Overlook.  As we get more information, we will consider whether to proceed with the May meeting and/or the 
possiblity of adding a June meeting to finish out our "Year of Celebration".  The state DKG meeting has been 
cancelled.  If you have registered, your fee will be returned.  
 
      Planning for our April meeting to "Celebrate the Future of Education" (while cancelled) is well underway.  Carol 
Killen and Jamyce Banks, as co-chairmen, plan to proceed with awarding the scholarships.   Hopefully, we will get 
to meet those recipients at a future time.  Once again, I want to acknowledge the anonymous member who donated 
one thousand dollars to the scholarship fund.  It is a reminder of how committed our membership is to the success 
of the Omega Chapter. 
 
• Time on your hands? You might send Marti Daily a check for this year's dues.  They are $75 and need to be paid 

by the end of May.  
• Want to be more involved?  Betsy Clark and her committee are working on the development of a slate of officers 

for 2020-2022.  If interested, Contact Betsy at 317-255-9699. 
• Have a friend and potential member? Give them a call and invite them to our next meeting. 
• Did you know we presented a monetary gift to each of our four members who are presently teaching?  
• Have you crossed your fingers and marked May 30th for our next meeting at the Overlook? 
 
Stay safe and stay healthy. 
 
Pat Dains – 317-409-7323 – patdains@comcast.net 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
	

News & Views from the President’s Press	



	

Chapter	Meeting	Information		

		
and	local	officials,	our	April	meeting	has	been	canceled.		We	will	still	award	the	honorarium.		And	although	we	cannot	
congratulate	them	in	person	at	this	time,	a	bit	of	information	on	each	recipient	in	the	“Program”	section	of	the	
newsletter.			
	

Committee Reports  

	
	

Heidi	Stone	
Membership	Chairman	
 
Program   
                                       The March meeting of Omega was truly a day for “Sheroes”.  The meeting began, as it often 
                                       does, with a word of wisdom from Saundra Brown.  Kaaren Rodman read the message Saundra  
                                       had prepared for the meeting, entitled “What is a Shero?”.  The full message is provided as an 
                                       attachment along with the newsletter.  Our guests, Carole Craig and Anna Shultz in sharing their 
                                       experiences, expertise and perspectives demonstrated that they were “Sheroes”.  Both Carole and 
                                       Anna, though they approach it in different ways, are education advocates committed to a quality 
                                       education for every student.  They each shared the many ways they had worked to that end.   
                                       Carole served as a science teacher (she loved physics), Dean, Counselor and Principal, always  
                                       with the goal of “wrapping around” the needs of students.  When she moved to a central office 
role, she carried that with her as she sought to support teachers in their ability to meet the needs of students.  She is also a 
founding member of two organizations (Indiana Coalition for Public Education (ICPE) and the Children's Policy and Law 
Initiative (CPLI) and most recently established a mentoring group for junior high girls living that purpose even in her 
retirement. 
 
In her work with the Indiana Department of Education and in Florida, she worked to ensure student assessments were 
testing what they were suppose to, reading, and that teachers had information necessary to help students master reading 
skills.  Anna shared about her journey as the 2007 Indiana Teacher of the Year and the awakening it brought to her of the 
inequity of educational opportunity for Indiana students.  As with Carole, like a true “Shero”, she addresses that inequity 
in her actions as the founder and leader of ACE Prepartory Academy.  She passion for the success of all ACE Prep 
“scholars” was evident as she shared challenges and successes of the team she has created and is a part of. 
 
The meeting ending in celebration with a gift from Saundra, “Shero” t-shirts.  We all left feeling a little like a “Shero”.  
Thanks Saundra! 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
                                              Omega members at the March meeting            (Left to Right) Anna Shultz, Carole Craig and Jamyce banks 
  
 

CELEBRATING	THE	FUTURE	OF	EDUCATION		
	April	has	been	the	month	Omega	designated	to	recognize	our	honorarium	recipients.		
However,	COVID-19	has	changed	plans	throughout	the	country	and	Omega	is	no	exception.		To	
ensure	that	we	follow	the	guidelines	of	the	Centers	for	Disease	Control	(CDC)	and	federal,	state		
	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	Membership 	

During	this	time,	we	will	be	postponing	our	APRIL	MEETING	to	keep	all	members	safe	and	
healthy.	Our	May	meeting	will	consist	of	information	that	our	President	mentioned	above	in	the	
beginning	section	of	this	newsletter.	As	we	are	not	using	this	time	to	meet	and	see	others,	
please	take	care	of	yourself.		
	
	
Heidi	Stone	
Membership	Chairman	
		
	
	

	

		

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
See	everyone	in	October!		
Heidi	Stone	
Membership	Chairman	
	
	
	

		
“Shero”	t-shirts	from	
Saundra	Brown	

																						 	

	



                                                                                                                                                      
                         

Outstanding Cadet Teacher Honorarium 
 

I am pleased to announce the two recipients for this year’s Outstanding Cadet Teacher Honorarium: Sarah Dyer, 
Noblesville H.S and Hannah Baer, Hamilton Southeastern H.S.  I am sure you are aware that this event has been 
cancelled. This is always one of my favorite evenings of the year, giving us the opportunity to meet promising 
future educators and their families. Their excellent essays are included with this newsletter. Please take a 
moment to read about these two inspiring young women.  Their certificates and honorarium checks will be sent 
to them through the mail. 
                                                      
Carol Killen 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Floro Torrence School #83 Update 
 
Thanks to all members who brought books for School #83 to the March chapter meeting. We collected 205 
books, all in very good condition; many are new. There is great variety in the selections as well: chapter books 
for most reading levels, large picture books that can be read to groups of children or read independently by the 
students themselves. There are novels, biographies and books about history and science. There is diversity in 
characters, topics and cultures.  Some can be set aside as resources for teachers.  We have a list of the books 
that will be shared at a later time. 
 
Marti created a dedication to put on the inside cover of each book. It says:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“This book is donated to IPS School #83 in honor of Floro Torrence, a founder of 
the Indiana State Organization of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
on January 29, 1938. Provided by members of Omega Chapter (2020)”	

Hi, my name is Sarah Dyer, a 6’2” red head. I am attending Indiana University this fall 
and am the seventh member to attend in my family! Obviously, we are big IU fans, and 
a favorite family activity of mine is going to the basketball games or tailgating at the 
football games. I am double majoring in elementary and special education. Through the 
early childhood education and cadet teaching courses I found my love for teaching, 
especially working with special needs students. Before this semester was cut short, 
being a senior and having the ability to flex (take less classes), I was in an early 
childhood classroom every day all day. Outside of school, I love playing tennis. When 
it’s not my season, you’d find me managing the high school boys and middle school 
girl’s tennis teams. Lastly, I am an animal lover and want to have five dogs when I am 
on my own. Thank you for choosing me as the “outstanding cadet teacher at Noblesville 
High School”. I am very grateful. Cadet teaching has been one of my favorite things 
about my senior year.  
 
 My name is Hannah Baer, a senior at Hamilton Southeastern High School. Next year, I 
plan to study Elementary Education at Ball State University. Outside of academics, I am 
actively apart of my high school’s Drama department, where I do the lighting for 
musicals and plays. I volunteer around the community through Student Council and 
NHS. Along with this, I am a longtime Girl Scout of 13 years! I love all types of music, 
Disney, reading, and playing with my dog. On weekends, I like to spend my time 
hanging out with my family and friends. 

 



 
 
If you have books to donate, please hold on to them until social distancing rules are lifted. At that point we can 
pick them up from you or you can leave them in bags at Kaaren’s front door.  We don’t know yet, of course, 
when they can be delivered to the school. Soon, we hope. 
 
Project Committee: Betsy, Barb, Tina, Jane Ellen and Kaaren  

 
We have been “celebrating” all year and have one celebration remaining.  Mark your calendar for May 30 for 
our travel to Hondras, courtesy of Dianne Motto.  Please adhere to the CDC and government COVID-19 
guidelines and stay safe! 
 
Jamyce Curtis Banks 
1st Vice President & Program Chair 
 

 
Treasurer 
A reminder, dues checks can be submitted any time butthere will only be one deposit transaction so make sure 
to submit your dues by May 30. 
 
Marti Daily 
Treasurer 
 
 
Secretary 
The March minutes were an attachment in the newsletter email.   
 
June Fishback 
Secretary 
	
	
	
	

	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar and cross your fingers for the ability to have our May meeting.  The 
meeting is scheduled for 10am on Saturday, May 30th at the Overlook Condominium 
Clubhouse, located at 8511 Overlook Pkwy, Indianapolis.  We will have a full agenda 
including the White Rose Ceremony for 3 members, election of officers and initiation of a 
new member.   We hope to be able to gather together to end our year. 

 



 
 

 

• The 2020 conference has been cancelled. Refunds will be made.  Pat will provide information as it 
becomes available. 
 

• Now more than ever, it’s important to have access to information electronically.  If you are not receiving 
The Hoosier Newsette electronically, click here or visit 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQ4cPxcPsyeVlymMG4mKTe_XeDGGcdJ7MTnEsn2
zHZifRGeQ/viewform?c=0&w=1 to register.  Stay connected. 
 

 
 

 
 

	

D DKG	headquarters	closed.		Click	here	or	visit	https://youtu.be/NRbgg3bCL9U	to	hear	a	message	from	DKG	
President,	Kathy	Daugherty,	on	the	impact	of	COVID-19	on	DKG	activities.	
	
	

	

	
	
	
						KUDOS	

	
	 	 	 		
	 	 	 	“I	would	like	to	be	known	as	an	intelligent	woman,	a	courageous	woman,	a	loving	woman,		
	 	 	 	a	woman	who	teaches	by	doing.”	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				Maya	Angelou		
	

 Saundra and I were involved in many of the same groups during our time as friends, and 
I’m no more over the shock of her death nearly a month later as I was the evening of 
February 29 when I sent a brief email out to Omega members so they wouldn’t hear the 
news from a random source. 

 

APRIL	
	

9	–	Joy	Sullender,	25	–	Ellen	Murphy	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

This	section	is	designed	to	recognize	the	personal	and	professional	accomplishments	
and	activities	of	Omega	chapter	members.		Please	submit	your	accomplishments	to	
Jamyce	Banks	at	wit@witconsultinginc.com	by	the	25th	of	the	month	for	inclusion	in	the	
newsletter.	This	month	our	“Kudos”	go	to	Saundra	Brown.		She	always	started	with	a	
thought	so	the	“Kudos	“	will	do	the	same.			
	

	

 
	

	



 
 

Admittedly, Saundra drove me crazy – often! But the impact of our loss is still reverberating in my soul. The Greater Indy 
Chapter of ISTA-Retired has lost a treasurer.  ISTA has lost a fervent advocate. DKG Indiana State Organization has lost 
its legislative chair.  Since there are no members of that committee, there’s a gaping hole. Although she hadn’t been as 
active recently in United Methodist Women, I’m sure her death leaves a huge gap there as well. Yes, we all knew she was 
77, and a lung transplant survivor, and that she wouldn’t live forever – but this was Saundra. She was so full of life.  It 
was unthinkable to imagine she wouldn’t be around for a good long while. 

Saundra and I were initiated into Omega chapter on the same evening – May 5, 1998, at the Indianapolis Propylaeum. We 
both splurged on 15-year membership pins to wear on our badges during the 2016 International convention in Nashville, 
Tennessee. We’ve each spent several years actively involved with the DKG state organization, and thus had many 
meetings throughout the state where we both needed to be there. There was no chance of anyone not knowing who 
Saundra was by the end of any given meeting or event – she never met a stranger, and even was able to have a photo taken 
with a keynote speaker at one international convention that we all had to promise NOT to take photos. She served as 
Omega’s president for the 2010-2012 biennium in addition to agreeing to be our co-president for the current biennium. 
She was personally responsible for recruiting several of our current members, ones who have stepped up to the plate and 
shouldered responsibilities that they hadn’t even considered taking on. It goes without saying that she will be dearly 
missed.       

        Marti Daily 

I am going to keep this short, because (like all) I have so many wonderful memories with Maka.  At the start of my 
first year teaching at Louis B. Russell Jr. (IPS 48), DKG wanted to help new teachers, and teachers within their first 3 
years of teaching, in the classroom. I had a few DKG members help me with the beginning of the year routines, 
classroom set-up, expectations, etc. Maka mentored me in so many ways! I truly became a better teacher with her 
influence throughout the eight years I’ve known her. I will continue to embark on the journey of teaching, with her 
angel wings flying behind me in support.  
        Heidi Stone 
 
 

Links	of	the	Month	

	
	

v One of our March speakers, Carole Craig, is a founding member of the Children's Policy and Law Initiative (CPLI) to read 
about CPLI click here or visit http://www.cpliofindiana.org/cpli-home.html.  A CPLI program impacting students by 
training schools is the Positive School Discipline Institute (PSDI).  Click here or visit http://www.cpliofindiana.org/cpli.html 
to learn more about the PSDI. 

 
v Anna Schultz, also a March speaker, is the founder and leader of ACE Preparatory Academy.  Click here or visit 

http://www.cpliofindiana.org/cpli.html to learn about ACE Prep.   
 

v Click here or visit https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1109725.pdf to read a Journal of Case Studies in Education	study	on	
traditional	versus	alternative	pre-service	teacher	training	and	the	perceptions	of	teacher	trained	through	each	
method.	
	

v As	districts	struggle	to	hire	and	maintain	a	diverse	teaching	force,	some	districts	are	developing	their	own	pipeline	for	
teacher	development.		Click	here	or	visit	https://careers.dpsk12.org/teach/teach-at-dps/pathways-to-teaching/	
to	learn	about	how	Denver	Public	Schools	has	developed	collaborations	with	organizations	and	universities	to	
support	pre-service	teacher	development.	
	
	
	
	
	

In March we celebrated National Women’s History Month and we heard from two outstanding 
speakers.  Use the links provided below to read more about the organizations they are involved 
with.  And, although there will not be an April meeting to celebrate our pre-service teachers, 
the topic of teacher education remains important.  The other links this month provide articles 
and information on pre-service teaching methods and perspectives. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

• Be knowledgeable so that you can be safe.  Click here or visit https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf for a fact sheet provided by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) on the COVID-19 that contains also links to additional sources of information. 

 
• Indiana has its own response to COVID-19.  Click here or visit https://coronavirus.in.gov for the latest 

information from the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH). 
 

• White Rose 
 
 
 

                
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor: Dr. Jamyce Curtis Banks (317-292-5989) – wit@witconsultinginc.com 
Chapter Co-Presidents: Saundra Brown and Pat Dains 

 
To Unite • Honor • Advance • Endorse • Endow • Stimulate • Inform 

 
NOTE: The editor has taken or has permission to use all photos contained in the Omega Chapter newsletter.  Any clip art contained in the 
newsletter is used with permission from Microsoft and adheres to the General Microsoft Trademark Guidelines. 

	

	  
    Saundra Brown 77, of Indianapolis, passed away February 29, 2020. She was 
    born on January 25, 1943 to the late Archid and Lillian Brown. Saundra was a  
    graduate of Washington High School, Ball State University, and then 
    received her Masters from IUPUI. She was a teacher at Washington Township  
    Schools for 20 years; 17 years at North Central and 3 years at Westlane as well  
    as Pendleton Juvenile Correctional Facility.  Saundra was a member of Union  
    Chapel United Methodist Church, Indiana State Teachers Association, National  
    Teachers Association, and Delta Kappa Gamma International Society.  She is  
    survived by her son, Larry Gross Jr.; granddaughter, Madisaun Gross; sisters, Verne 
Emerson-Carter and Claretta Griffin; brother, Byron Brown; and nieces and nephews. She is preceded in death by her 
husband, Clem Tiggs Sr. 
 
Saundra had so many friends and so many students whose lives she touched and made richer.  Stories abound and you 
may want to share some with each other about a life well lived.  A memorial service and gathering was held Tuesday, 
March 10th in the parlor at Union Chapel Church, 2720 East 86th Street. 
 
Memorial contributions may be made to the American Lung Association. 
 

	

	


