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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes 

professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 
 

President: Ruth Simmons, ruthpsimmons@gmail.com; (317) 408-4528 

Barbara Moser, Editor barbmoser2@aol.com; (317) 919-7220 
 
 
  The President’s Perspective 

 
    What blessings we have to count in Beta chapter! So many 
members are involved in planning, sharing, and attending our engaging 
meetings. Having different hostess teams for each meeting is working 
really well. 
   Many thanks to Nancy Goldfarb who made the arrangements 
for our October meeting outdoors at Eagle Creek Park and led our Haiku 
writing experience. Desserts and beverages were provided, thanks to 
Katy Smith and Maureen Murphy. Katy also led us on an easy hike 
to a beautiful view. It was a great day! 
   An invitation to Beta’s December 1st Holiday Tea is on the last 
page of this newsletter. Please consider bringing books for classroom 
libraries of three educators who have taught less than five years at our 
partner school, Anna Brochhausen IPS 88. Supporting early career 
educators, who have a high burnout rate, is a DKG International cause. 
   More blessings to count as we think about who’s keeping our 
chapter running smoothly:   
   We have increased our communications & publicity team: Nancy 
Hoff, Mindy Armstrong, Nancy Goldfarb and Karen Braeckel 
are helping with technology for our meetings and Beta’s Facebook page. 
The Beta Bits newsletter is a team effort of several writers and our editor, 
Barb Moser.  
   Our membership committee and chair, Karen Braeckel, as well 
as corresponding secretary, Michele Lefkovitz, are dedicated to 
helping members feel appreciated. 
   Beta’s service projects are increasing with the leadership of our 
treasurer, Jan Good, finance committee chair, Michele Lefkovitz, 
service committee chair, Amy Karas, and International Projects chair, 
Carolyn Kendall. 
   Our scholarship chair, Jill Alsop, designed application forms, is 
keeping us informed about scholarship opportunities and recording 
scholarship history. We gave a scholarship this year to Nancy Hoff 
towards the DKG State Fall Arts Retreat. 

 
Continued on next page 
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➢ ‘Bits of News’ 
➢ December Meeting 

Invitation 
 

Dates to remember: 
 
Saturday,  
November 13 
9:00-3:00 
FAR (Fall Arts Retreat) 
 
Saturday,  
November 20 
11:00 a.m. 
Council Luncheon 
 
Wednesday,  
December 1 
1:00 p.m. 
Holiday Tea 
Golf Club of Indiana 
 
Tuesday, January 4, 
2022 
7:00 p.m. 
Executive Board Meeting 
via Zoom 
 
Tuesday, February 
22, 2022 
7:00 p.m. 
Book Discussion 
via Zoom 

http://www.dkg.net/
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/IN/
mailto:ruthpsimmons@gmail.com
mailto:barbmoser2@aol.com
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President’s Perspective Continued  
 
Sherry Watkins, as personal & professional growth chair, is sending monthly information 
on speakers and events in other organizations we could attend.  
   We have a professional legislative reports during the year from our legislation chair, 
Roni Embry. 
   Now, we need to give our induction and installation chair, Karen Brantingham, 
something to do! Let’s bring in some new members and vote in officers next March. 
 

Barb King, nominations chair, will lead a team in January to contact members who 
might lead our chapter in executive board roles. The slate will be presented at February’s 
chapter meeting.  
   Many hands make light the work of the president! DKG International and Indiana 
State Organization are enacting ways to simplify.  
   Please consider stepping up into the role of president (or co-president with a friend) 
for the next biennium. Your new ideas are welcome, and you won’t have to handle it alone. 
Beta members encourage and help in countless ways to make our chapter the best we can 
be! 

Ruth 

 
Planning Ahead . . . 
 
December: 
Don’t forget we are collecting books for the teachers at our sister school IPS 88. Please bring your 
contributions to our tea! 
 
February: 
 

 
 
March: 
A reminder as we glean our homes around the holidays: Beta’s March meeting will have a silent 
auction to build up our scholarship fund for a college student majoring in education. Consider 
setting aside books, jewelry and accessories, small home décor, stationery, home-made food gifts, 
or other tempting items you could bring to Beta’s March auction.  
 

During our Zoom meeting in February, we 
will be discussing the book The Girl with 
the Louding Voice by Abi Daré. 
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When it came time for higher ed, Millie attended Cumberland College, a private Christian 
institution about 20 minutes south of her hometown on I-75 in Williamsburg, Kentucky. (In 2005 
it became University of the Cumberlands.) Later she completed a master’s at Butler. 

After college Millie followed her two brothers and two older sisters to Indiana. Her brothers 
found jobs in Kokomo, and her sisters ended up in Indy. She applied to the Indianapolis Public 
Schools and accepted a job at School 15 (now known as Thomas Gregg Neighborhood School). She 
spent her entire career – 37 years – at the school. In 1966-67, classrooms held 35 to 40 students. 

She taught half of her career in fifth and sixth grades. Then she switched to second- and 
third-grade academically talented. Although she enjoyed all grades, she admits third grade was 
her favorite. Then policy changed, and she moved again – this time to a regular second grade. 
(She told her principal she would do it if she could spoil them.)  

When she told her younger students that math was next, to her surprise they took out 
crayons. Maybe they thought it was time for art? No. They used crayons for counting. 

But one thing irritated her, she said. The little ones dropped their pencils on the wooden 
floor causing an aggravating noise. 

Thanks to her principal, Mr. Willard Litz, she experienced serving as principal for two 
summers. She learned it was not for her. But she appreciated the opportunity and support from 
Mr. Litz. “When God made him, He almost made a perfect man,” she says.  
 Millie tried the leadership role before she married. She met her husband, Bruce, through a 
teacher at IPS 15 whose husband was one of Bruce’s students. The couple was concerned that 
Millie’s future husband was still single, so they played matchmakers. Bruce agreed to call Millie, 
and they talked for an hour. It worked. They met in 1977 and married in 1978. 
 Bruce taught railroad car maintenance for Amtrak including heating, air-conditioning and 
electrical. The job required a lot of travel. The company set up a teaching car that included a 
kitchen Millie used when she got to go along. (She said she prepared steak, salad, and baked 
potatoes. Guess she knew the way to a man’s heart.)  

She recalls a special two-week trip to California. “We got home on Friday. His boss called 
and said, ‘You need to be in New Orleans on Monday.’ “ 

Continued on next page 
 

Meet Millie: Educator, Musician, Traveler 

Many of our Beta sisters profess a love of music, but 
few act on it as Millie McClary did. She used to imitate Elvis 
Presley! (Oh, the mischief in her eyes when she shared this 
tidbit.) 

She says music is in her blood. Her high school choir 
director encouraged her to get involved. She sang solos at her 
church and in her high school choir. Sometimes two of her 
sisters joined her at church under the moniker of The Harp 
Sisters.  

Millie was born in Corbin, Kentucky, a town of slightly 
less than 8,000 in those days. As one of seven children, she 
ranks No. 5 with two older brothers, and two older and two 
younger sisters. She says her siblings accused her of taking 
care of everybody. 
 

Millie rescued Andy, a 
Pomeranian, when he was 
about 7. 
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Meet Millie Continued 
 

Bruce died at 60 in 2000 after 22 years of marriage. They never had children, but Millie 
has 18 nieces and nephews, and eight great- nieces and nephews. 

Millie attributes her attraction to a career in education to observing her own teachers – 
even in elementary school. She also loved crafty things like making posters. She says she loved 
young people and enjoyed being with them. 

Another group also influenced her life. “I had a wonderful family, great parents.” 
IPS 15 and the teachers she worked with honored Millie by selecting her Teacher of the 

Year. She organized the Breakfast of Champions at her school recognizing all the A and B 
students with the meal and a T-shirt donated by St. Paul Episcopal Church.  

In 1971 Millie joined Alpha Theta chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma and moved to Beta in 
2018. She served as treasurer of Alpha Theta for 15 years and took a turn at secretary. She calls 
herself a faithful member. “I didn’t miss more than 10 times.” 

She also served as president of the New Harmony Travel Club in Indianapolis where they 
read about places they would like to visit and take short trips. 

Sunnyside Road Baptist Church also gains from her active membership. She enjoys Bible 
study – and still participates as a musician. But now she plays an instrument at the church 
festival and Christmas – a Q chord! This eight-pound Suzuki instrument combines technology 
from a basic keyboard and electric guitar in a portable, easy-to-use way.  

Millie says gospel music is her favorite.  
(She’s come a long way from her days of imitating Elvis!) 

 

On the Move . . . 
 
Congratulations to  Edna Fisher who moved with her twin sister, Edie, to a garden home in Zionsville 
Meadows. Her new address is 1208 Hickory Ln., Zionsville, IN  46077.  Edna’s two new phone 
numbers are: 317-344-2728 and (c) 317-652-9602. 

 
Please note the changes in your directory. 

Millie shows how her Q Chord 
works. (Is there a sing-along in 
Beta’s future?) 
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Autumn Brings Hikes & Haikus 
October found Betas gathering at the Eagle Creek Park Ornithology Center to see the Birds of 
Prey exhibit. Following the presentation the members enjoyed a picnic lunch, then Nancy 
Goldfarb encouraged them to create haikus to remember the visit. A few hardy members 
ventured on a hike led by Katy Smith. At the end of the day, the group expressed satisfaction at 
the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and fellowship before the winter winds come in! 

Freya, the peregrine falcon, is 
presented by Audubon Society 
member and Eagle Creek Park 
volunteer, Donna McCarty. 

Taking a moment to pose for a picture 
are Katy Smith, Barbara Burdge, Doris 
Downing, Nancy Goldfarb, and Michele 
Lefkovitz.  

“It wasn’t there the last time I hiked!” 
exclaims Katy Smith. Not to be daunted, 
the hikers carefully climbed over the 
tree and carried on with their hike! 

Continued on next page 
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The tree by my door 
Birds, squirrels, fly, jump, scurry 
The cat is below, shhh.... 
Doris Downing 
 
Friends all around me 
sitting out on a cool day 
Nature shows its beauty 
Barbara Burdge 
 

Hikes Continued  

 

 

Birds call far and near 
Leaves rustle softly, listen! 
Gentle wind breathes peace 
Ruth Simmons 
 
Falcon pellet drops 
Dropping acorns from high above 
Crisp, cool air surrounds us. 
 
Loud bird sounds everywhere 
Leave are still green but are turning 
Rustling leaves in the quiet 
Michele Lefkovitz 
 

Thank you to these poets who shared their haikus! 

New Dates to Remember!  
 
Friday, Nov 19th Holiday Tea RSVP payment deadline 
Tuesday, Jan 4th Beta Executive Board Zoom meeting 7pm 
 

‘Bits’ of News 
 

Nancy Hoff will teach a craft at the DKG Indiana Fall Arts Retreat: paper-folding 
a holiday ornament and note card. 
Barbara Burdge teaches High Ability Grades 4-5 Social Studies at Sidener 
Academy IPS 59. She enjoyed Beta’s October meeting at Eagle Creek Park where 
she taught campers several summers. 
Doris Downing is supervising teachers working on their Masters in Education at 
Marian University. 
 
News from DKG Council 8 
   The November 20th, Council 8 Fall Luncheon at the Woodland Country Club, 
Carmel, IN will reunite us with our DKG sisters from other Indianapolis chapters. 
It will also be a time to meet some of our state officers and presidents of six 
chapters joining our new Central Council.  Elaine Sholty will portray First Lady 
Caroline Scott Harrison for the program. 
 
News from DKG Indiana State Organization  
   Stephanie Walsh, President of DKG Indiana State Organization, teaches 
7th & 8th grade science at Perry Central JR-SR High School, has two teenage 
daughters, and still finds time to create an active DKG Indiana Facebook site with 
inspirational quotes and graphics. Check it out! 
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RSVP 
By Friday, Nov. 19 

 
Jan Good 

315 E. 10th St. 

Indianapolis, IN 46202 

 

Make out $29 check to 

Delta Kappa Gamma – 

Beta Chapter 

 

Please call, text or email 

Jan when check is 

mailed: 

(317) 371-1172 or  

janmgood@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

MENU 
Spritzer 

Strawberry salad 

Freshly steeped teas 

Sandwiches 

Scone 

Strawberry 

Tea treats 

 

Gluten-free? Add $5. 

(Please order with RSVP) 

 

Cost: $29 (includes tax 

& gratuity)  

 

SERVICE 
Please bring books for 

early career educators’ 

classroom libraries  

at our partner school 

IPS 88. 

 

More details to follow. 

 
 

 


